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Reagan Assailed 
As Untrustworthy 



O’Neill Criticizes Foreign Policy 



VtomNff«tS«Tlca * 

How Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) Q-NeUl Jr. (D-Mass.) 
yeat^ay called President Reagan “untniatworthy” in 
foreign policy dealings with Democrats and said that in 
tto year’s campaign Reagan would have to answer for 
the dea^ of U.S. Marines in Lebanon. 

O’Neills bitter attack on the president’s integrity was 
his respond to recent calls by the administration for an 
end to political squabbling over foreign policy. 

Sen. Edward N1 Keni^y (D-M^) launched another 
attack on Reagan’s foreign polipy, saying UA military 
perronnel in Central America are involved daily in sit- 
^tions that appear to be “in flagrant violation" of the 
War Po^ Resolution.. 

O’Neill, asked in a radio interview if congressional 
I^mocrats were willing to work with Reagan on a bipar- 
tism foreign policy, replied: How do you have a foreign 
pohcy with a group of people who won’t level with you?" 

fm as foreign policy is concerned, the president of 
the United States has been untrustworthy," he said on 
Mu^ Broadcasting System’s “Reporters’ Roundup." 

We’ve tried to be bipartisan along the line," O’Neill 
swd, noting that he had supported Reagan on sending 
Mannes to Lebanon and had also mustered about 160 
House Democrats. But, he said, “the Marines were there 
far a diplomatic purpose" and the administration 
changed the purpose without notifying us," 

O’Neifl said Reagan accused him of “wanting to sur- 
render" for calling for the withdrawal of aU Marines from 
already agreed to bring them out." 
The speaker said that the administration had not 
warned the Democrats in advance oFthe Grenada inva- 
sim and ^t the Democrats got resistance and evasion 
from administration officials when they sought informa- 
tion on the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, which he 
called an act of terrorism." , 

On the question of foreign policy as a political issue 
to y^. O’Neill said: “Yes, on Lebanon, Who is respon- 
Bible for the death of those Marines over theie’^ The 
president of the United States." 

ap^er added- *The truth is that the policy of 
Preadant Reagan as regards Lebanon was a and 

he’s raponsihle for the failure. There’s no question that 
It will be an issue." 

Kennedy’s charge came in’ a letter to Defense Secre- 
W®“>bergw^ released the senator’s of- 



tice. lUe letter sought claniicauon ot the current ana fu- 
ture U^. combat rde in Central America. 

Imk forward to your assurances that the admin- 
istration is not unilaterally taking America into war in 
Central America,” the senator told Weinberger, 

Pentagon offidals said Weinberger, who is in Califor- 
nia, had not received the letter. , 

Kennedy said there are ""serious questions about 
whether U5. military personnel in El Salvador and Hon- 
duras ^ being intentionally and systematically intro- 
duce^ into situations involving direct combat or other 
hostihties” — a situation that he said would requirg Rea- 
gan to report the incidents to Congress within 48 hours, 
as required ^ the War Powers Resolution. 

^ War Powers Resolution requires a report to Con- 
giew if American troops are intr^uced “into hostilities 
or into situations where imminent involvement in hos- 
tilititt is clearly indicated by the circumstances.” 



